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BOO KS written by the Aut bor. ö 


Paraphraſe with ſhort and uſeful Notes onthe 
A Books of the Old Teſtament. Part I. in tyo 
Volumes containing the Five Books of Moſes, with 
a compleat Index of the principal Matters, Words, 
and Phraſes in the ſaid Books; for the Uſe of Fx 
milies. 5 8 
A Paraphraſe with ſhort and uſeful Notes upon 
the Acls of the Apoſtles, and upon all the Epiſtles of 


each Chapter; and a general Index to all the prin- 
cipal Matters, Words, and Phraſes of the Neu 
Teſtament, in two Volumes in 8 w). 
The Great Charge and Difficulties of Suprean 
Government, with the Duties of Chriſtian Subjcds 
to make it eaſy and proſperous: A Sermon preach( 
at the Cathedral Church of Norwich on the Anni- 
verſary of Queen Annes Coronation, Ap M. 23. 1706 

National Union a Nation Bleſſing: A Sermon 
preach'd at St. Margarets in Lynn Regis, on the pub- 
lick Thankſgiving for the Union of England and 
Scotland, May 1. 1707. 

The heinous Sin and Danger of Prevaricating 
with God and Government: A. Sermon preach'd 4 
Hun- Mart, Feb. 5. 1717. „„ 

B The Wiſdom of a Government in diſtributing 
mon preach'd at the Lent Aſſizes holden at Therforl 
in Norfolk, on March 23. 1715. before the Lord 
Chief Juſtice King. 0 | | 

>. The Proteſtant Rule of judging of the Way to 
Salvation: A Sermon preach'd at St. James's Weſt- 
ER minſter on Sunday, March 31 1717. Publiſh'd at the 
Defire of the Rector and ſeveral Gentlemen of the 


the New Teſtament, with a ſhort Preface to each E. 
piſtle ; the ſeveral Arguments ſet at the Head | 


Puniſhment or Mercy to State Criminals : A Ser. 
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Wherein 1s conſidered 1 


The true Notion of Religious — 


as available to the Salvation of Men; and of 
Church Authority, with reſpect to the Diſtin- 
ctions between Real, Mere, and Abſolute 
Authority. | 


In ANSWER 


TO THE 
ExcEPTTONs of Mr. LAW. 


In a LETTER t Member of the 


UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE. 


3 


by THOMAS PT LE, M. A. 
E of Lyn-Regis in Nell. 


LONDON, 


Printed for JOHN WI AT, at the Roſe in 
St. Paul's Church: yard: Moc xvut. 
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A MEM B E R 


OF THE 
Univerſity of Cambridge. 


1 . 
HE intimate and truly Chriſtian 
Friendſhip that has long paſled, and 
ſtill continues between us, takes off 
* all Occaſion of making any Profeſſions 
that our Differences in Opinion proceed not from any 
Prejudice, but from certain Reaſons obliging us to 
aiffer concerning the Lord Biſhop of Bangor's 
Preſervative and Sermon, and particularly as to 
| Mr. Law's Performance againſt them; we are 
{till the ſame Friends while Tos think his to be 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt impartial Piece that has 
appeared againſt his Lordſhip, and I look upon 
1 | A 2 - I 


1 (4) 
it as containing 38 Pages of nothing but Miſ- 
underſtandings of plain Terms, and either falſe 
Premiſes or falſe Conſequences drawn from 
true ones. _— 
Upon your Deſire at our laſt Diſcourſe upon 
this Argument, I have put together my Re- 
marks upon each Head on which Mr. Lay 
thought fit to remoaſtrate againſt the Biſhop. 
His prefixing his Name in the Title Page is 
to be a Skreen it ſeems againſt 2 Suſpicion of 
deſigning any thing injurious to his Lordſpip's Cha. 
racter; it would much more have cleared him 
of all ſuch Sſpzczoz to have left out his Apology 
for Dr. Szape's Charge upon his Lordſhip, as no 
Friend [i. e. as an Enemy] to the good Orders and 
neceſſary Inſtitutions of the Church, as taking away 
tze main Supports of our Religion, as laying al 
3 waſte in the Church, &c. Expreſſions which 1 be- 
ilieve your Friends could not intend for any 
great Safeguards to a Biſhop's Character. 
His next Compliment is, That his Lordſhip i 
repreſented [not by any of his true Friends 1 
Hope] 46 at the Head of a Cauſe where every Ad- 
 werſary is ſure to be reproached — with abundance 
of hard Names from a Seit of Men — vile Men, | 
whoſe Paneryricks diſbonour, and whoſe Praiſes 
aefile. : 
ae who are th-ſe? not all who have com- 
_ mended and applauded his Lordſhip's Sermon, 
for that muſt not be affi-med [tho? ſuppoſed by Y __ 
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as many as pleaſe] becauſe then the People in 
Power, by whom it was recommended as good 
Proteſtant Doctrine, or by whoſe ſpecial Com 
mand the Sermon was publiſhed, might animad- 
vert upon a poor Author; but to be brief, they 
are the Libertines and looſe thinkers ; and if one 
might interpret Mr. Lam's full Meaning by 
that of his more Sanguine Principal * Dr. Snape 
[and why the Second ſhould herein differ from 
his Principal, IJ cannot well ſee] then by theſe 
Libortines you are to underſtand the Enemies of 
all Revelation; and by their being his Loraſhip"s 
b:i# Friends, is meant, that they are his ozly 
Friends, his only Seconds; when the Doctor has fully 
anſwered the + Challenge ſent to him upon that 
notorious Calummy, it may be a proper Seaſon 
for Mr. Law to be clear in his Meaning, till 
then it is enough to ſay, that tho? neither you 
nor I know of any Writers who have given re- 
proachful Names to any of the Biſhop's Adver- 
ſaries, or would in the leaſt commend them for 
it if we did know them, yet we very well 
know a Sett of Men that have left very ſad Re- 
| proaches upon themſelves for leaving the Merits 
of the Cauſe, and taking Refuge in Perſonal 
Imputations and Calumnies, and then tracing 
them ſo far and happily as to be found Slamder- 
ers, and very haſty [if not directly falſe] Accu- 
ſers, not only of their Brethren, but alſo of their 


1 * 
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* Dr, Snape's Second Letter, p. 33. 
1 Mr. Sykes's Poſiſcript. | 


Supe- 


Authority of the Church. 


againſt him as it is againſt his Aaverſaries, that 
there is not a Papiſt or Jacobite but imagines they 
intend to diſſolve the Proteſlant Chareh, and are 
ready to offer up Incenſe to them for ſo meritoriou; 
42 Den. 

Your Friend, tho? juſt entring upon the Point 
of Siucerity, preſents us with a Specimen of his 
double dealing in his general Charge upon the 
Biſhop, as being againſt the good Orders and nece/- 
fary Inſtitutious of the Church; which Charge in 
the next Page is, that he declares against the 
Here the general Au- 


out denying it an Authority in Mlatters of Or- 
ders allowed to be good, and Iuſtitutious allowed 
to be zeceſſary? Or when he had moſt explicitly 
ſingled out his Initances of authoritative Judg- 


ments 12 the Affairs of Conſuience and Eternal Sal. 


vation, can it be candid in any Adverſary to 
make him thereby deny every Inſtance of Au- 


thori:y in all Caſes whatever ? 


— 


__—_—. 
' 


— A. A 


— 
— „ FR r r 
"3. <4. > 
* 


* Fage 2, 


. 


— 


1 VE) 
But to come to his particular Object ions. 
1. Mr Law's. firſt Ol jection againſt the Biſhop 

is, the ſtreſs his Lordſhip lays upon the Compre- 

henſive Virtue of Sincerity, or Integrity before God; 
which being a Point, wherein not only this 

Writer, but all others that have oppoſed his 

Lordſhip, have groſly miſunderſtood him, and 

confounded both themſelves and their Readers, 

it will be proper to ſtate the true Notion of the 

Terms and Expreſſions as uſed and deligned by the 

Biſhop, and thence to ſhow how weakly or 

perverſly they have oppoſed him, by the mere 

Abuſe of Words. : | 1 
Religious Sancerity is a real Diſpeſition and Eu- 

deavour 10 krow the Will of God, and the true Way 

of his Worſhip, by making the beſt Uſe of our Faculties, 
and of all the Helps aſforded us by Providancè for that 

Purpoſe, and to practice accondinglq. 

When it is ſaid that the Favour of God follows 
this real Sincerity, no more is ſaid, but that G 
by the Tuftice and Goodneſs of his all perfect Nature, 
and Government over rational Creatures, mult le 
ſuppoſed ts approve and reward this religious Prin- 
ciple; becauſe, as ſuch, it is the proper Object 
of his Divine Love and Regard, and no Actions, 
Profeſſion, or Proceedings of Men {call them by 
what religious Names you plraſe] can be truly 
acceptable to him but ſach any as flow from this 
Principle. 115 6 e 
When it is ſaid, in Conſequence, that this Fa- 
dur of God equally follows every equal Degree of 
| this Sincerity, thus much is meant as an evident 
DeduQion, that, 4 there are different Degrees of 


Abilities, 
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cerity the Ground of his being accepted at all, and 


(8) 


Abilities, and Opportunities in different Men, and 
alſo Degrees of Sincerity, or truly. religious Endes. 


wours, the Favour of God, his Acceptance of them, and 
Dealings with them, follows them in Proportion to ſuch 
Degrees: It being neceſſary to ſuppoſe it muſt 


thus follow, or not at all, i. e. that if God has 


any regard to true and ſincere Religion, he muſt 
regard it according to the Meaſures in which he 
finds it in the ſeveral Subjects of his Government. 

The Effect of God's Favour, thus following 


real Sincerity is, that all good Men, in every Age, 


Nation, and Profeſſion, will find themſelves 


proportionably and happily concerned in it, to 


their future and final Advantage. Not that al 
are to be equally glorified and rewarded, becauſe 
equally ſincere, [as this Writer molt haſtily and 
ignorantly concludes from his Lordſhip*s Expreſ- 


ſſons, ] but that, having all their unfortunate Er- 
rors and unavoidable Miltakes freely pardoned, 
all are to be rewarded in Proportion to the virtu- 


ous Qualifications they are ſeverally endowed 


with, by the honeſt and ſincere Uſe of the diffe- 


rent Degrees of Light and Knowledge they have 
enjoyed; and as God ſhall fee them fitted and 
prepared for. God 1s ſuppoſed to reward Since- 
rity as ſuch, not by making the ſincere Indian 


_ equally glorified in another State with the ſincere 
Chriſtian; nor one {incere Chriſtian of lower Fa- 
culties and meaner Advancements in the Know- 
ledge of God and Religion, with another equally 


ſincere Chriſtian of nobler Accompliſhments and 
Qualifications ;- but by making every ones Sin. 


then 


— — - wap — 


(9) 
then rewarding him according tb the good uſe 
he has made of the Number of 1 alents committed 
to him: He that in the Goſpel had but five 
Talents, and was recompenced but with five 
Cities, was equally Faithful, and as certarmly, 
tho? not equally rewarded with him that had ten; 
it was as much as he could jultly imagine or wiſh 
for, to be proportionably rewarded; and tho? he 
was equally ſiacere in his Station, yet that Station 
given him by his Lord, was not ſuch as could 
qualify him tor the ſame Dignit that his Fellow 
Servant had: Notwithitanding which, his Sin- 
cerity was rewarded 4s ſuch. © 
This Notion of the Availeableneſs of S7#cer:ty, 
is further illuſtrated and confirmed by St. Paul, 
in that moſt uſeful and remarkable Diſcourſe of 
his in Rem. 2. where he ſays, ver. 11. there 16 
20 reſpect of Perſons with God. i. e. all Men, of 
what Nation or Profeſſion ſoever, ſhall be pu- 
niſhed or rewarded in Proportion to their Neg- 
lect or Improvement of the ſeveral Degrees of 
Light and Knowledge afforded them in this 
Lite. Ver 12. For as many as have ſiuned with- 
out [revealed] Law, ſhall alſo periſh without [being 
condemned by revealed} Lam, and as many 4s 
have ſind in [under the Light of] the {revealed} 
Law, ſhall be judged by the [Rules of that] Lam; 
and in like manner tor the Favour of Goa, and 
his Rewards: wer. 14. For when the Gentiles, which 
have not the [revealed] Lam, do by Nature the 
things contained in the | Moral ] Law, theſe are a 
Law unto themſelves, and conſequently, thall be 
dealt withal according to their Improvements | 
=: under 


Cw) | 
under their leſſer Advantages of mere natural 
Reaſon ; for ver. 26. If the Uncircumciſton, which 
i by Nature, keep the Righteouſneſs of the Lan, 
[if even a Heathen be ſincere in the Practice of 
Moral Duties, by the upright uſe of his Reaſon, 
all not his Uncircumciſion be counted for Circumci- 
fon? i. e. he ſhall as certainly have his Reward, 
proportionate to his Improvements, as if he had 
actually lived within the Covenant of a Revela- 
tion. And ask your Friend, Sir, whether the 
three following Verſes do not evidently prove, 
that, while Exterzal Church-Member-ſhip may, 
very often be attended with no other Praiſe but 
that of Men, the Praiſe [or Favour] of God fol- 
lows inmard Sincerity as ſuch. 1 
In fine, whether in the Chriſtian or Unbelieve- 


ing World, we all allow the different Degrees of 


Abilities, Advantages, and Opportunities of 
different Men, to be ſeveral Diſpoſals of Provi- 
dence, as much as all the different PerfeQions of 
Animals, rational and irrational are. And 'tis no 
more a Derogation from the Juſtice and Wi- 
dom of the Divine Government, to proportion 


Men's future State to what hath been given to | 


them to improve withal in this, than it was un- 
equal in God not to have made every living 
Creature a Man, every Maz a learned Philoſopher, 
and every Philoſopher an Angel. Fat 


HFaving thus ſtated the Notion of Sincerity, or | 


x truly religious Principle, in the Senſe of his 
Loraſbiy, and of all thoſe who with him, endea- 
vour to maintain the Digniry and Efficacy of 
real and true Religion, in Oppoſition to that 
ei = | which 
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( 11 ) 
which is merely Formal, External, and Political; 
?twill be eaſy to find with what Succeſs his Ad- 
verſaries have oppoſed him, and with how much 
Senſe and Reaſon they have raiſed a Clamour 
againſt one of the moſt Eminent and Virtuous 
Biſhops that have adorn'd the Chriſtian World. 
Let Mr. Law, whoſe Performance has been ſo 
much approved by the reſt, and particularly by 
Dr. Snape, be taken for an Initance in the 
oy before us. | 
nitead of firſt duly conſidering what that 


religious Sinceriiy is, upon which my Lord of 


Bangor founds the Security of all honeſt Minds, 
this Author, giving a looſe Rein to his own 
heated Imagination, makes uſe of an Idea of 
Sizcerity, the very Reverſe of what the Biſhop 
and every reaſonable Man upon Earth would 


have ever thought of; and in his chief Chara- 


#ers whereof, you would think he were deſeri- 
bing not a Virtue, but an Alomination. Page 3. 
By a ſiucere Religioniſt, he means [and my Lord 
Biſhop muſt be made to mean no more than] 
one that is 20t a Hypocrite. Now is the ot 
being a Hypocrite the full Notion of being Sizcere? 
Did ever any Divine, . beſides Mr. Law, repre- 
ſent fo noble a Virtue by a mere Negative? What 
thinks he of the openly Careleſs and Negligent, 
as to all Enquiries into particular Ways of reli- 
gious Worſhip ? Muſt we call them ſincere, be- 
cauſe they are ſo bare faced as to be no Hypocrztes? 
Hypocriſy conſiſts in not being or not doing What 
2 Man zealouſly profeſſeth himſelf to be or to 
ao ; but the Man that does not ſo much as pre» 
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| cu) 
tend to do what Mr. Law and I may eſteem 
neceſſary, cannot be ſtiled a Hypocrite, and yet 
wie may juſtly look upon him as not ſincere, viz, 
in the beſt Uſe of the Informations into, and 
Perſwaſions he had concerning the Meaſures of | 
AA . 
Oan this Writer then, or his Admirers for. N 
bear bluſhing, when he ſays, he has not wreſted | 
his Lordſhips Meaning, when he repreſents him WM « 
as bringing all Religions upon the Level, with re. 
ſpect to ſincere Men? Mult Chriſtiani/y, [the Re- | 
ligion that affords ſo many ſuperior Advantages 
toward Qualifications and Degrees of Goodneſs, c 
that will fit its Profeſſors for a greater and fin- c 
gular State of future Glory,] be neceſſarily re- 7 
duced to an Equality with others, even the 4 
EN 
0 
E 


molt errozeonus Religions, becauſe under them 
a truly honeſt well-meaning Perſon, [not wil- 
fully rejecting or neglecting any Advantages MW - 
toward a better Light,] may by the Mercy of if 
God, not ſuffer Eternally for his Misfortune, or 
may be recompenced in Proportion for what he 15 
does well? Does the Honour of Revelation ſuffer, al 
by ſuppoſing every Degree of Moral Virtue to 
under the mere Light of Nature to be ſuitably m 
rewarded ? This were a Propoſition indeed of un- M 
friendly Aspect to Chriſtianity, but *tis none of 4! 
the Biſhop's, tis entirely Mr. Law's own ; and Pc 
I requeſt of him to be ſo condeſcending as to 1 C4 
allow, God may ſhow his Favour to Sinceriiy in If Ju- 
all Men; and yet, as to the Talents ſeverally o 
committed to them, and the Rewards accompa- Ve 
nying them, to permit him 20 do whet he will with IN fai 
bis own. 55 Pag. 


ny 
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Pag. 4. This Gentleman's Notion of Sincerity 
is, a Man's being in Earneit; and then if the 
Bi bbs Doctrine be true, a dreadful Storm of 
Conſequences is to fall upon the Church; for he 
that burns a Chriſtian, or knocks out his Brains 
upon Account of Religion, muſt be concluded 
to be in arneſt; thoſe that called out for our Sa- 
viour's Crucifixion could never be in Jet; and 
even Quakers, Ranters, Maggletonians, Deiſts, 
and Fifth Monarchy Men, may be in as much 
Earneſt as a Church of England Han. Well, and 
what then? Why, thence it follows, that, ac- 
cording to my good Lord of Bangor, the Perſe- 
cutor and the Crucifi:r were as much in the Fa- 
vour of God, and had the ſame Title to a Reward, 

a the Apoſtles and the Martyrs; and the Deiſt, 
| Quaker, Presbyterian, &c. are all in the Eye of 
God as good Men and true as the Charch of 
England Man; and ſo adieu to Chriſtianity, and 
ee 3-H 

Mr. Lam, by making uſe of the Words, being 
in earneſt, when applied to Infidels, Perſecutors, 
and Sectaries, nay, and of the Term Szizcerity 
too, with reſpect to the ſame Perſons, appears 
molt evidently to have deſigned to confound its 
Meaning, and to play with the Word under a 
quite contrary Notion to that in Which he ſup- 
poſed all would underſtand it when applied to 
| Chriſtians, Churchmen, and Friends, Let him 
judge whether I miſrepreſent him or no by his 
owns Words, wherein he further deſcribes. the 
very Sincerity which he ſays his Lordſhip would 
fain have the Favour of God anngxed to, and 

„„ 8 follow 


hw] | 


follow! equally; but he himſelf, good Man, in 


great Zeal to Chriſtianity and the Church, would 
diſcourage, as not fit to be relied upon, p. 8, 9. 
Our Sincerity, ſays he, may be often charged with 
Guilt; [tis very odd that a thing ſuppoſed to be 


a 'Virtue, nay, a neceſſary Principle in Religion, 


P. 6. ſhould be charged with Guilt.] Not as if 


we were guilty becauſe we are ſincere, but becauſe it 


may be our Fault that we are hearty and ſincere in 


fach end ſuch ill grounded Opinions. [That is, Sin. 


cerity cannot poſſibly be charged with Guilt, 
but Raſbneſs and Negligence, which however is 
the {ame thing with Szzcerity, when a Writer 
is pleaſed to make it fo, may be ſo charged. 
For you mutt note, that ſometimes S7nceri:y, as 
noble a Principle as it is, n be the Effet of 
forme ill Conduct of our own, ſome Irregularities, or 
Abuſe of our Faculties, may be contratted by ill 
Habits and guilty Behaviour, by ſeveral fauly 
Ways, by which People may cloud and prejudice 
their Underſtandings, and throw themſelves into 
very odd way of thiuting. And here's a beautiful 
Deſcription of religious Sincerity for us! a Prin- 

eiple to be valued fo highly, that without it al 


the maſt ſpecious Appearances of Religion (ſays our | 


Author, p. 6.) are nothing worth. - But pray take 
Notice here that this Virtue is bred different 
Ways in different Men; in Martyrs, and ſuch 
28 love the Church, tis a real Diſpoſition and En- 
daa tur to know and praftiſe God's Will, without 


worldly of luſtful Prepoſſeſſions, or neglett of uſing | 


ach Means within our Power ; but in Jews, Deiſts, 
— Diſſenters, and the like, tis nothing but the 
> Spawn 


wanting but to get Church Execution done up- 


(EF 
Spawn of Irregalarity, Guilt, il Conduct, Pre. 


jadice, and the Abuſe of Faculties. And there« 


fore, Reader, be ſure under Pain of not un- 
derſtanding one Word of Mr. Lam's Charge 
upon the Biſhop, as he deſigned you ſhould] to 
take this uſeful Word in the Lump, without 
enquiring what it ſignifies, and then his Lord» 
ſhip is condemned in a Trice, and nothing is 


on him, for then the following Conſequences are 
all his own, VIZ. | e 
The Jews | the headſtrong and prejudiced 
part of them] crucified our bleſſed Saviour, who 
meant them nothing but Peace and Salvation. 
And a Man would think ſuch Criminals againſt 
Heaven ſhould be certainly excluded from it. 
No, no, there is a Senſe wherein they might be 
ſincere, i. e. irregular, and guilty of ill Habits, &c. 
and in that Senſe [it ſeems] the Biſbop declares 
them fit for Heaven, for they did it in earneſt. 
Again, Here are a Sett of Men amongſt us 
called Deiſts, Quakers, and Presbyterians, that 
refuſe what We eſteem to be the moſt reaſonas 
ble Religion and Worſhip, and as ſo doing 
what can we think of them? Never be trou- 
bled about them, ſays my Lord, their Siucerim, 
i. e. their faulty and ill Conduct, will carry them 
late into another World; for F a Man be not 
Hypocrite, i is no matter what Religion he is M. 
I will help our Author to one fort of Peoples 
more to augment his Catalogue, whom, I dare 
lay, he omitted out of pure good. Nature and 
Chriſtian Compaſſion, and that is the = 


2 


Theſe Men maintain ſeveral ſtrange Opinions 


deſtructive of the Church of England, and no- 


thing will ſatisfy them but the very Hearts 
Blood of every Body [as being damnable Here. 
ticts] that differ from them. Now tho? the Bi- 
op of Bangor ſeems to have no real Kindneſs 
for theſe Mens Religion, yet 'tis plain he has 
ſo far forgot himſelf as to write a Preſervative 
in their Behalf. Suppoſe them ſizcere [ is the Bi. 


ſhop here again made to ſay] and be in no Pain 


about them; for who can doubt but the Maſ- 
facre of Paris and the Butchery in Ireland were 
committed in perfect Earneſt? And ſo of as 
many People as you pleaſe, even of King 
GEORGE 's Friend, that is ſuppoſed to 
tamper with the Friends of the Pretender; for 
the Favour of God follows Sincerity, nay equally 
follows every equal Degree of it. 


But I muſt not omit to obſerve how very 


Jult and exact your Friend is in this Compariſon, 
wherein God and the Church of England are molt 
familiarly put in the place of each other. Up- 
on the Biſhop's Principles a Briton attempting 
Lout of a full Perſuaſion it is his Religious Duty] 
to ſet up a Pretender againſt King GEORGE; 
may be told, his Sincerity will yet ſecure him 


the Favour of Goa. Why then, ſays Mr. Lan, | 


one maſt ſuppoſe the Man that tells him ſo to be no 
Friend to Ring GEORG E's Government; for 
if an Enemy of King GEORG E's may be in 
the Favour of GOD, a Friend to King GEORGE 
i no more to King GEO RG E's Government 
than an Enemy. Take it now with reſpect M 
8 the 


e e Eee de 


W 


— — 
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the Church, the Biſhop tells all Parties their Sin- 
eerity is enough Li. e. enough to excule them for 
any unhappy Miſtakes in Separation, and to 
procure them that proportionable Favour or Re- 
ward they ſhall be ſeverally found hereafter 
fitted and qualified for.] Says he fo? replies our 


Author, then their Sincerity ought to ſatisfy the 


CHURCH too, and keep her from cenſuring and 
branding them for wilful SCHISMATICKS. 
Aud jo GOD and his Favour is ALL, and the 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND's Favour ſigniſies 
vothing. The Biſhop has uot ſpoken one Word in 
Recommendation of her Communion, but, as far as 
nom, may think it his Duty to undermine the 
Foundations of the CHURCH. . 
Thus, Sir, has your Friend drawn upon his 
Lordſhip theſe monſtrous and abſurd Coxſequen- 


tes, by either iguorantliy or defignedly perverting 


and confounding the main Term, and caſting 
it, like Duſt, in his Reader's Eyes, under a 


Senſe quite oppoſite to what He plainly meant 


it to ſignify, and which Mr. Lam himſelf muſt 
needs have been conſcious would have firmly 
ſupported the Truth of whatever my Lord has 
aſſerted upon this Head. in 
Jo convince you of which, or at leaſt to give 
Satisfaction to others, I will now on the other 


hand ſuppoſe [contrary to what appears} that 


he has kept cloſe to the Termy and meant the 
ſame by Sinceriiy as his Lordſhip did. Let Jews, 
Deiſts, Crutifiers; and Sæctaries, be all granted 
ſincere j; in the Senſe wherein Believers and 


Churchmen are ſo, and what are then the BE 
C _ ſhop's 
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: ſhop's Conſequences? Why, nothirig leſs (it 


ſeems) than that the Craciſier and the Infidel 


muſt have the fame Favour, nay, the ſame De. 
gree of Reward with him that is burnt for the 
Truth; and ſincere Turks, Deiſts, &c. are in all 


Reſpects upon the ſame Bottom with the CH- 
ian. That's a great Aſſertion! his Lordſhip 
muſt be thought very tree indeed in diſpenſing 


out the Divine Favours without ſufficient War- | 


rant, if he intended nothing leſs than 2h. He 
arms, tis true, that proportionable Favour fol- 
lows every Degree of S!zcerity, but where do 


you find him aſſerting, that therefore equal Re. 


Fir, can there be no Mercy without ſuppoling ] 


wards and Degrees of future Glory mult be dif- 


penſed to lf, however differently qualified by 
the equally ſincere Uſe of the different Degrees of 
Religious Knowledge and Advantages afforded 


them by Providence in this World? For that 
Sincerity may be acceptable as ſuch, and yet all 
_ equally ſincere Men not be. equally rewarded, is 


what I have proved above; and tho? Mr. Lan's 
Words would make the Biſhop conclude the 
contrary, there is nothing in his om that leads 
to any ſuch thing. + | 

Nay, has-not your Friend himſelf fallen into 
the very Notion of the Fawoar of God, as meant 
by his Loraſbip, toward ſincere Perſons in Error, 
and yet ſtopt ſhort of the Conſequences he ſo li- 
berally throw 'supon him? For he: hopes [ p. b.] 


theres MERCY in Store for all. forts of People 
FI ſuppoſe he means ſiacere ones] however erro- . 


neous in their Way of worſhiping God. And pray, 


there 


u_  - _ 
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c (19) 
there muſt be the hzghe# Reward? If there can, 
then I hope there may be Fawour too upon the 
fame Foot, without concluding that if ſincere 
Turks or Jews may have Mere) and Javour, tho? 
anbelieving , they muſt therefore be rewarded 
even for not believing, nay, and equally reward- 
ed with thoſe that do &2/zeve, or that there muſt 
be no ſuperior Pleſſedneſs of believing, no Happi- 
neſs of the Goſpel Revelation [i. e. in Mens em- 


bracing a Religion abounding with greater 


Means for qualifying them for greater Happt- 
neſs] becauſe there is propor:zonable tho" not equal 
Bleſſedneſs and Happineſs to fincere Obeyers 
of the mere Light of Nature. 18 

His Conſequences drawn from Scripture diſ- 
cover either great Inattention, or elſe a wilful 


Deſign to impoſe upon the literate, and are 


therefore exceedingly unworthy to be offered 
againſt a Learned B . 1 
Pag. 7. Our Saviour declared, that thoſe who 
believed ſhould be ſaved, but thoſe who believed 
not ſhould be damned, And the Apoſtle aſſures 


us, there is no Name under Heaven given unto 


| appeal to any impartial Reader, if your 
Friend's apparent Deſign from theſe TWO Pal- 
ages be not to inſinuate, that, according to the 
Goſpel Covenant, the World is divided into I wo 
Parts, that of Chriſtians, and that of Unbeltevers; 
and that none but Chriſtiazs [nay, and there 1s 
reaſon to ſuſpect that by Chriſtians he means 
Charch of England Men only, or perhaps Mon- 
jzrors] ſhall eſcape Eternal Damnation, while 

” | C2: there 


Men, whereby they can be ſaved, but Jeſus Chriit, 


(20) 
there is not an intelligent Interpreter in the 
World but underſtands the Damnation ſo ſevere. 
ly threatned in the Goſpel to reſpect none but 
thoſe to whom the Goſpel is fairly offered, and 
by whom it is obſtinately rejected or diſobeyed. 
Nay, in direct Contradiction to his own Conclu. 
ſion, in the foregoing Page he ſays, there is Mero 
to all, however erroneous, and yet here he 
agrees with his Lordſhip, that all Unbelievers 
are not inſincere, and at the ſame time makes 
him conclude, that tho? [according to an extra- 
vagant Suppoſition] ſome of them were ſincere 
and yet damm a, they were ſtill in the ſame Favour 
of God as thoſe that were ſaved. | 

Of the fame Piece is his Treatment of St. 


Paul's Caſe. I am the leaſt, faith he, of the 


Apoſtles, not fit to be called an Apoſtle, becauſe I 


perſecuted the Church of Chrift. Behold ! fays 


Mr. Law, the Apoſtle charges himſelf with Guilt 
aotwithſtanding his Sincerity., What! was he 
guilty in the very ſame reſpect in which he was 
ſincere, not fit to be called an Apoſtle upon Account 
of that very Principle, for which himſelf declares 
* he obtatned Mercy* A reaſonable Man would 
have thought it were enough to underitand 


St. Paul as expreſſing and lamenting the Un- 
Happineſs of his unbelieving State, and of the 
immoral Acts therein committed, in Compari- 


fon with that of his being a Chriſtian and an 
Apoſtle ; but to pronounce himſelf guzlry upon 


—_— 


— 


* 1 Tim. I. 12. 


Ac- 


(21) 

Account of mere ignorant Unbelief, i. e. unavoi- 
dable Ignorance or Error in Matters of Opinion, is 
what the Apoſtle no more intended, nor is any 
more conſiſtent with Truth, than to ſuppoſe he 
ſhould in this place deſire that neither the Gala- 
tians, nor any other Church he preached to, 


ſhould ſtile or treat him as an Apo/tle, who in 


another declares he was not a Whit behind the 
chiefeſt Apoſtles, 1 Cor. 11.5 ö 
St. Paul's Caſe was plainly this: He was 
guilty in one Reſpect, notwithſtanding his Sin- 
cerity in another. As he was a Perſecutor Ci. e. 
as ſuffering himſelf to fall into thoſe Principles 


that led him to perſecute] he could not be ſincere; 


becauſe to deſtroy Mens Lives for their mere 


Profeſſion of a different Religion [which their 


Conſcience is ſuppoſed to oblige them to] is ſuch 
an Invaſion upon the common Right of Man- 
kind, is ſuch a Breach of Humanity, and a 


Violation of all the Dictates of ſociable and 


reaſonable Nature, that 20 Man can fall into 
the Principles that prompt him to it without 
wilful Inconſideracy, and a groſs Neglect of the 


Means of knowing better. And the High wh 


Man or Adulterer may be as well conceived to 
be ſincere as a religious Murderer can be. 80 


far indeed St. Paul may be ſaid to have been 


ſincere, that conſiſtently with himſelf he acted 
up to his Principle, he had no double hypocri- 
tical Views, he offended not out of malicious 


Wickedneſs, his ultimate Aim was the Glory of 


God, and while he was ſinfull perſuaded that 
to perſecute was doing God Service, yet he was 


ſincere 


— + 
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ſincere in acting agreeably to ſuch a Perſuaſion, 
This latter was his mere ignorant Unbelief ; and 


tho? upon the former Account he was guilty, yet 
in this he was capable of Mercy, and found Mor. 
cy, 1 Tim. 1. 13. As did alſo (feveral at leaſt 
of) the Crucifiers of our Lord, Acts 3. 17, 19. 
But it was for Mr. Law's Turn to confound 
tbeſe Things together. 

And now, Sir, after a ſerious Reflection upon 
Mr. Law's Way of treating this Argument, ask 
your {elf who it is, his Loraſhip or his Adverſaries, 
that advance Doctrines which no Mords can enough 
decry, and ſhocking Opinions, giving Numbers of 


Chriſtians great Offence, and contradicting Common 
Senſe aud plain Scrijtare, Demand of him again, 


why U are, that in the worſt Notion and Ex- 
tent, make al Religious, all Churches alitèe? The 
2% ich all coaſidering Proteſtante, fixes the 
Nature of true Religion, [with reſpect to an 
Man,] in the Szzcerity he uſes in the Choice of 
his Principles. Sincerit)y will fave the Ignorant 
from Damnation, and ſecure to All, fuch Reward 
as they ſhall be found ſevcrally fitted for, and 
capable of: While yet ſome Prof. ſfius of Religi- 
on may be attended with far happier Advanta- 


ges toward qualitying Mien for much higher 


Degrees of future Felicity than others. Whereas 
they who affirm Siucerit) is not to be relied upon, 
but make true Religion, true Chriſtian Church 
Member-(hip to conſiſt in a bare Submiſſion to 


the Authority of the Guides of the Church they 


happen to live in; they, I fay, make all Religi- 
ons alike with a Witneſs; becauſe then every 
5 5 1 Church 


(23) | 

Church muſt be equally good to every Man fo 
relying upon it: For if true Religion faves us, 
and all true Religion conſiſts in Reliance upon, 
and Submiſſion to the Church we are of, then 
all Religions maſt be alike to all Men whoſe Sub- 
miſſion is equally implicit. Let the Inſtance be 
given in the Church of England; if Submiſſion to 


the Church of England be what makes an Exgliſh 
Man a Chriſtian, the Charch of England can be 


no better than any other Church, where there 
is the ſame Degree of Submiſſion paid by Mem- 
bers to its Guides. Let Mr. Law try whether 
what ſuch Gentlemen as Mr. Trapp have ſaid, 
will in the leaſt reſcue their - Cauſe from this 


fatal Conſequence, The Lecturer * grants the 


Biſbop to be right in affirming, - That the Church 


of England is founded upon the Noble Claim of the 


Right of Chriſtians to judge for themſelves. It is fo, 
lays he, but then *tis founded upon Another Claim 


too, which is no leſs Noble; I mean, that of a Right 


in her ſelf, of being abſolutely obeyed, in Matters 


either indifferent in themſelves, or DIFFICULT 


to be underſtood: As much as to ſay, the Church 


of England is founded upon a Noble Claim, which 
ts ſuperſeded by Another directly contrary Claim, and 


ſo is no Claim at all; or in other Words, is found- 
ed upon a Claim ſo Noble, as evidently to make all 
Churches all 0 4 S067 867 
II. The next Charge upon the Bifhop is, * the 
 Unconcern he ſhows about regular, i. e. uninterrupta 
| n 1 
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ſip, under no Banner but that of the Pope. 


(24) 
ed Succeſſion of a certain Order of Men in the Church, 
as Miniſters. In this Point the Biſhop was ſo 
clear and expreſs, that no candid Reader could 
miſtake him as to the Sacceſſion, Order, and Re. 


_ gularity intended by him; he plainly meant the 


Succeſſion maintained by the Vonjarors who have 
Þ+ ſeparated themſelves, the Succeſſion claimed by 


the Church of Rome, and fo inſiſted upon by 


her, as to exclude and nullify all Church Mini- 


ſtry that is not derived from her; an àninter- 
rupted Succeſſion, the Truth of, and neceſlary 


Reliance upon which, was denied and ſtrenu- 


ouſly oppoſed by our pious Reformers, and upon 


that Denial the very Reformation is built. This 


is what his Lordſhip calls a Dream, a Micet), 
and a Trifle. - | 


s 4 


Mr. Lem is one of the many who in their Ac- 
cuſations of the Biſhop upon this Head, founded 


all their Arguments, and thruſt upon us all their 


Concluſions in Clouds of Terms and Phraſes 


blended and confounded together, as if they 


were one and the ſame, while no Things are 
more really diſtinct from and more oppolite to 
one another. Authority derived from Rome he 


makes to be the ſame with the Authority of 
Chri#t ; Succeſſion of Miniſters is the fame with 


him as Romiſh uninterrupted Succeſſion ; and 


Church the ſame as the Goſpel; and thus for 


Ezght Pages together, he lays about him with- 
out Mercy; always triumphing over his Lora- 


— 


— — — dogma etnies 
+ Preſervative, p. 98. 


Thus, 


(25) 

Thus, for Inſtance : His Lordſhip, in that 
excellent Paragraph of his Preſervative, p. y, 
98, tells the Lait), that God's Favour, Benedicti. 
on, and Abſolution, not depending upon Regulari- 
ties and Niceties, but diſpenſed by himſelf according 


to the tuward Diſpoſutions ana Qualifications of - 


them mio wait for him, is ſo far from leaving them 
ſof the Laity] to any undue Preedom and Latitude, 


| 76 an Difregard of the Peace and Unity of C brifti= 


as, that it will make them conſcientiouſly ſollicitous 
about it, and reſolved to prefer nothing before it, 
except Purity and Conſcience, — That their In- 
ter before God, a ſincere Diſpoſition to ſearch 
after his Will, and to receive Truth, in the Love of 
the Truth, whenſoever and by whomſoever offered, 
will lead them (as it ought all of us] not to be afraid 
of the Terrors of Men, or the vain Words of RE- 
GULAR AND: UNINTERRUPTED Suacceſſi- 
n. Now what is the Reſult of this? Nothing 


leſs, ſays Mr. Law, than that no Rind of ORDI- 
NATION, or MISSION of the Clergy, is of any 


Conſequence or Moment. What? no Kind, be- 


cauſe not that Kind which is by an uninterrupted 


Succeſſion thro? the Church of Rome? (For thro? 
that Church we muſt have it, or from none; 


there being none, in theſe Parts of the World 
at leaſt, that is at all thought of in this Queſti- 


on beſides that of Rome.) The Anfwer is ſtill, 


No. For if the Ordination be not regular, or de- 


rived from thoſe who had this Authority from Chriſt 


[by this way of uninterrupted Succeſſor, J it 18 


plain that no particular Rind of Ordination tan be 


of any more Value than another ; For this is the 


D wor ſt 


worſt Defelt that can be: And all the Difference 
betwixt us [Epiſcopal] and other Teachers, betwixt 
regular and irregular, perfect and imperfect, 
lies wholly-1n this [or in nothing, ] that we de- 
rive from Rome, and they cannot: For they can 
differ from us in no other Reſpect. As if Religion, 
and the external Diſcipline of Religion, were the 
_ fame thing! As if the End, Uſe and Parpoſe of 
the Chriſtian Miniſtry, were not the ſame, whe- 
ther it chances to come by «zbroker Succeſſion or 
not! You ſee, Sir, into what narrow aid mi- 
ſerable Streights your Friend has reduced the 
whole Proteſtant World, and the Church of 
Eugland in particular. To Rome we mult go, 
as to the Rock from whence we are taken, and the 


without. this Sanction derived from the hoh 
See. If we own not this Fountain, our Streams 
are all corrupt, nay all eqaally corrupt: The Me- 
chanick is as much a Clergyman as the Biſhop, 
and his Loraſhip's * Servant may ordain and bap- 
tiæe, with ac much Authority as his Maſter. If 
Quaker, Independent, and Precbyterian Teachers, 
be upon the Level with s as to the want of 
uninterrupted Succeſſion from Chriſt thro? the 
Channel of Rome, they are upon the Level with 
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us 


us in all other Circumſtances. - Enthuſtaſyr , or 
true Learning; a private Impulſe, or a Deſigna- 
tion byy ſober Choice ; leaping from the Shopboard 
into the 'Desk, to the Pulpit, to the Font, and 
the holy Table; or being appointed thereunto 
by Rule, Government, Order, and Law, ſettled 
in a National Church after Primitive Example ; 
make 0 Difference at all. 
And why? Becauſe F the Succeſſion be oncb 
broke, People muſt either go into the Miniſtry of 
their own Accord, or 7 by ſach as have'nomore 
Power to fend others, than to go themſelves." And 
can theſe” be called Miniſters of Chriit, —— Am 
| baſſadors to act in his Name, ' who have no Auto. 
rity from him? That is; if it ſhould be true 
[which, our Author muſt ſay, God forbid !] that 
Rome is, or ever was, a falſe and idol atroms 
Church, nay the grand Decerver and Antichrisf, 
then Chriſtianity is at an End; all that is derived 
from ſo utterly and fundamentally corrupted a Root, 
being fruitleſs as to all Means of Grace. Or, if it 
had fo been, Fas the Papiſts poſitively ſay it 
was,] that at the Reformation, not one Romiſh 
Biſhop had reformed, or would have ordained 
any Proteſtant Biſhop, the Work mult have 
been at a full Stand ; all People, that were en- 
tirely convinced of the Superſtition and Idolatry 
of Rome, muſt either have lived in no Chriſti- 
an Communion at all, or, contrary to their 
own Conſciences, muſt have returned to the 
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Viomit they had left, and to the Mire they were 
waſhed from. Or laſtly, if, in any Age of the 
Church, the Heathen Perſecution had proved 
ſo dreadfully ſucceſsful, or Schiſms had at any 
time ſo broke the Succeſſion, as not to have 


had been reſtored in the Hearts of never ſo ma- 
ny Men, ) unleſs Chriſt, or ſome of his Apoſtles 
had appeared again upon Earth, to ſign a ney 
Commiſſion to certain Men, to be the Preachers 
and Miniſters of che Goſpel, and begin a new 
Surceſſion. N I ONT : 

Not to inſiſt now upon any Proof or Diſproof 
of the Reality of an aninterrupted Succeſſion, in 
any Part of the Chriſtian Church; (tho' indeed 


there is no Shadow of Proof of any ſuch thing;) 
but to keep to the Conſideration of this Au- 


thor's Conſequences following upon Premiſes 
of his own ſuppoſing: It is, to Proteſtants, the 
lame thing whether there is or is not {to be 
found ſuch a Line of Men in the World. The 
only Queſtion is, Whether Christ hath reſtrain- 
ed and confined the Goſpel Favours and hHleſ- 
ſings to ſuch an external Circumſtance as that of 
an unbroken Succeſſion of Miniſters? Whether, 
ſuppoſing this regular Miniſtry cannot, at any 
certain Time, be had, but upon Condition of 
continuing in, and joining with, a Communis), 

: | whoſe 
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whoſe Worſhip, is ſoperſtitioue, idolatrous, and 
unlawful ; Chriſtians may not reform from ſuch 


2 corrupt Community, and eſtabliſh a Mzziſtry, 
in all Reſpects acceptable to Chriſt, and elfe 
cual to the Atrainment of his Grace, whoſe 


Religion they ſincerely adhere to? That there 


ſhould be a Miniſtry in the Church, is indeed the 
Will of CHyiſt, as truly as that there ſhould be 
Government in the State is the Will of God: But 
Whether all Government in the one or the other 
is at an End, or becomes ineffectual, Whenever 
a certain Line or Succeſſion of Men, fo ruling, is 
interrupted ; this is what all wie and thinkin 


Men deny in Civil Matters, and what all Pro- 
teſtants deny in Eccleſiaſtical. This was the 


Caſe of the far greater Part of the Reformation. 
Upon Principles quite oppoſite to Mr. Lan's, 
did our Reformers in England defend both them- 
ſelves, and vindicate the Miniſtry of their Fel- 
low Proteſtants Abroad. They argued as freely 
upon the Suppoſition of not one Popiſb Biſhop's 
reforming, as if there had been a Thoaſand. 
Let him therefore repair to the Hiſtory, and 
Writings of our firſt Reformers ; let him conſult 


the Spirit and Foundation, upon which they 


ſupported themſelves as ſuch; let him ſearch 
the Writings of the moſt learned and valuable 
Champions of the Cauſe of the Church of Eng- 
land againſt Papiſts, who flouriſhed after the 
Reformation; and if he can find them aſſerting, 
that we not only derived our Ordination from 
Rome, but ſo derived it, that for want of it 
thro' that Channel, we could have had neither 

„ Church, 
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ſtianity; I will then, but not till then, allow 
Mr. Lam to argue like a Proteſtant upon the 
Principles of the Reformation. = 

And whereas he is pleaſed to take the main 


Miniſters of Chriſt Ci. e. the aninterrapted Succeſ- 
ſion of them thro? a particular Sett of Hands, 
are as much the poſitive Ordinance of Chriſt, as the 
Sacraments are If his Meaning be, that there 
are, in the Goſpel, as clear and plain Notices that 
ſuch a Succeſſion is as neceſſary to the Being of Chri- 
ftranity, and the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
as there are that ſuch Sacraments are to be uſed l 

Chriſtians; I call upon him to prove the Tru 

of that Aſſertion, with a Promiſe that he ſhall 
never want thoſe who will impartially examine 
the Strength of his Demonſtrations. 

In fine, the Sum total of your Friend's Ar- 


gument upon this Head, ſtrikes not only at the 


Root of all Proteſtant Religion, but of all Civil 
Governments; in which an «ninterrupted Succeſ- 
fox: of Perſons, equally authorized from God, 
cannot be made out. For, according to his 
own Dilemma; + if, upon Suppoſal that 40 
things are not in common in the Church, it mui 
follow that no Chriſtians, in this or any other Age, 
can know their reſpettive Duties, with _ to the 
ſeveral Acts of Church Communion, without an un- 
interrupted Succeſſion of Perſons THUS authorized 
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ſtrates are as truly from Goa, as Biſhops are 
from Chriſt; ſince by Him they reign in State, 
as properly as by Chriſt Spiritual Men ordain in 
the Church; how can any Subject of any Nati- 
on, in this or any foregoing Age, know their reſpe= 
dive Duties as to Civil Obedience, if there be mo 
uninterrupted Succeſſion of ſuch Governors and Ma- 


| e as they are at any time ſubject to, and 


uch as are ſo authorized from God? For as, 
without Authority from Chriſt, appearing by a Line 
of uninterrupted Ordainers, we are all alike in the 
'HURCH, and any one may officiate as well as. 
another; {0 in every State, till Authority appears 
from God, by an aninterrupted Line of Civil 
Rulers, all are alike there too: No Kings, no 
Lams, no Courts, no Property, but every one is 
upon the Level, Government in State, has been 
from the Beginning of the World ; as Govern- 
ment in Church, has been from the Riſe of 
Chriſtianity, Wo be to thoſe Princes therefore, 
who can trace their own particular Dominion 
up to a ſhort Original, and who find a Begin- 
ning of their own Line! Wo be to thoſe States 
and Potentates, who, thro? ſome Branch or 
other, cannot ſtretch up to the Patriarchal Age, 
even to Noah, and ſo to Adam! How well this 
? | Scheme is calculated for one, who takes upon 
„him the Stile and Title of King James, may be 


aso great Difficulty to conceive. The learned 


Hickes and Leſley could, with as much Eaſe, 
ſhew him to derive from God, by way of Adam, 
and ſo down, as they could draw Arch Biſhop 

| Sancroft 


from C hrizt ; then, ſince all Kings and Magi- 
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Sancroft from St. Peter. But who elſe has any 
great Intereſt in ſuch an Argument, I leave 
your Friend, and his Friends, to acquaint us at 
Leiſure. 8 . 


_ Fhro? all theſe Clouds and Darkneſs do our 


Church Friends, the Nozjwurors, grope on to 
their beloved Concluſion. * If no uninterrupted 
Succeſſion, then there are no authorized Miniſters 
from Chriſt ; if no ſach Miniſters, then no Chriſti. 
an Sacraments, and ſo no C 3 Covenant. 
Bring but this, now, out of Darkzeſs into Light ; 
and what can be truer? If zo [ Popiſh] Succeſſi n, 
then no [ Popiſb] Prieſts; and if no ſuch Prieſts, 
then no [Popiſh) Sacraments, no Popiſh Tricks; 
#0 Tranſubſtantiation, uo Hocus Pocus, and jo no 
LPopiſh] Salvation. . | 

Whether any of theſe Conſequences are palnid 
upon him, or are not his own, you are freely to 
judge; or which of the Two Writers has at- 
tempted to make the beſt Exchange. His 
Lordſhip, in the room of Popery, has given us 
Sincerity, [not Mr. Law's Sincerity deſcribed 
P. 8, 9. but] a religious Principle, exerting it ſelf 
in the utmoſt Endeavonrs to know and practiſe the 
Will of God and Chriſt. Inſtead of this, Mr. Lam 
refers us to an àninterrupted Succeſſion, as the on- 
ly Security of a true Miniſtry, Sacraments, and 
all Goſpel Graces, in Church; and which, [till 
he ſhall pleaſe to find out the Succeſſion for 
them, ] puts an End to all the Civil Govern- 
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ments upon Earth. Mr. Lam thinks it abſurd 
to imagine, that any one at is not in Commu- 


non with & certain Sett of Men here, ſhould be of 


the Communion of Saints hereafter ; the Biſhop's 
and our firſt Reformers Crime is, their Reliance 
upon our Sav?orr's own Words, that, tho? there 
were no other Perſons they could communicate 
with upon Earth, yet if bat two or three were ga- 
thered together in his Name, he would be in the 
midſt of them; which one would think were ſuf 
ficient to make them a Church. 

Still * *tis a mighty Surprize, to Dr. Szape, 
and our Author to hear the Biſhop declare He 
knows no Confaſion that he has endeavoured to in- 


troduce into the Church. Here my Lord is to lay 


his Hand upon his Heart, and ask himſelf, what 
„ Confuſion, but Difference aud Diviſion? But 
furely there may be Differences in Opinions, with- 
out Confuſion : Otherwite, I am afraid, there 


may be as much Confiſion, in many Inſtances, | 


amongſt theſe very Church of England Men, as 
amongſt any others. His Lordſhip, it feems, 
declares there is no need of uniting. What? No 
need of uniting in Love and Charity? So far 
from this, thac he has told the + Lazy, their 
Practice of Sincerity, inſtead of leaving them 70 
any undue Latitude, or a Diſegard of the Peate 
and Unity of Chriſtians, will make them confctentt- 
ouſly ſollicitous about it, aud reſolved to prefer no- 
thing before it, exi-p; Purity and Conſcience. 
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Where is then the dangerous Doctrine? Why, 
tis this; that there is no need of uniting in 


TYRANNY; of reſting under, and unani. 


mouſly ſubmitting to, AUTHORATIVE 


 Diſpoſers of the Salvation or Damnation of thei; 
Fellow Creatures; no need of Authoritative Juages 
and Interpreters of Chriſt's Laws; who, inſtead 


of procuring the Peace of Chriſtzanity, have been 


the Cauſes of all the Ignorance, Superſtition, 
Cruelty, and Outrage, that have for many Ages 


clouded the Glories, and confounded the Har- 


mony of all Chriſtian Churches. 


But his Lordſhip * has not given us the lea 
Hint, that its better to be in the Communion of tix 


Church of England, than not. Not one Hint 4. 


gainſt it, 1 am ſure; when he was ſpeaking not 
of any particular Church at all, but of the Church 
of Chriſt in general, and of the Goſpel Terms of 
Salvation. But has he not expoſed her Sacraments, 
and her Clerey? Yes; if telling her, that her de- 
riving from Rome, by uninterrupted Succeſſion, is 


nothing but an imaginary Trifle, be expoſing her. 


But has he not, as much as in him lay, broke donn 
every thing in hr, that diſtinguiſhes Her from Fa- 
natical Conventicles? Yes, if uninterrupted Popiſ 
Succeſſion be the only difference between a true 
Epiſcopal Minijiry, and an Unepiſcopal and Fanati- 
cal one. But what has he left in her, that can an) 
Way invite others into her Communion ? Why, 
every thing that Chri/t;anity and the true Spirit 
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of the Reformation intended ſhould be left. Are 
her Sacraments more regularly adminiſtred ? Yes, 
much better than in- the Church your Friend 
would perſwade us to derive all our Authority 
from. 1s there any Authority in her Laws, which 
enjoin Communion with her? In HER Laws? 
Why, Laws, as Laws, are of the ſame Autho- 
rity in Al Churches. But, according to your 
| Friends own Maxims, [pag. 23. 25, 26, No 
Church has a Rieht to be obeyed by every Inditidual 
that 1s Subject to it, in all Circumſtauces. Ratio- 
nal Creatures can pay no other Obedience but what 
comes from rational Motives ; They muſt have Rea= 
ſon for what they do. And, if we think it unlam- 
| ful to do any thing that the Church requires of us, we 
muſt not obey its Authority, Well! And may we 
be in God's Favoar, it, in ſuch a Cate, we do 
not obey it? He mult fay this, or elſe unſay the 
| eſt, If he does fay it, he ſays the very fame 
thing with the Biſhop; whom yet he repreſents 
as a Deſtroyer of all Charch of Eeglaund Authority, 
tor affirming there may be Caſes where Men 


may not loſe the Divine Favour for being of this 


or that Communion as different from ours. S0 
froaz a thing is Trath, that it will out ſometimes. 
The very Men, who are Pleaders for Tyranny, 
cannot but beſtow, now and then, a good Word 
upon true Chriſtian Liverty. 1 

I queſtion not therefore, Sir, but your Friend 
will be as angry with Me, as Dr. Suape was 
with the Biſhop, for telling him, He ſaid and 


unſaid, to the great Diverſion of the Roman Catho- 


ks, And he will perhaps be ſtill more angry, 
5 E 2 When 
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when I tell him further, that nothing can di- 


vert the Roman Catholicks more, than his three 
Aſſertions in this ſmall Paragraph, pag. 16, 


Firſt, That for his Lordſhip to unſay what he has ſaid 


in his Preſervat ive and Sermon, would 077 fy the 
Roman Catholicks wore than all that he ever ſaid 
or writ in his Life. Next, That Rome hath ſent 


more Meſſengers to deny the Neceſſity of any particu 


lar Communion, [even their own; ] to expoſe the 
Validity of Sacraments, [even their own; ] and 
rally upon the uninterrupted Succeſſion of Prieſts, 
than She has ſent for the contrary, For that this is 
his Concluſion [tho? not expreſſed,] appears from 
his Laſt ; That the Papiſis are no more provoled 
with his Lordſnip for theſe Diſcourſes, then they 
were angry at William Pen for preaching up 


= which ridiculous Falſities, he 


concludes his Attack upon the Preſervative. 

III. As to the Sermon; the great thing that 
gives your Friend, and all his Lordſhip's Oppo- 
ters {0 much Diſturbance, is, Church Power cr 
Authority, His Lordſhip is here accuſed as ſub- 
verting All Authority, and is not allowed the 
leaſt Advantage by guarding himſelf with the 
Word Abſolnt.. „ 

Let us now {x the Meaning of the Terms to 
be made uſe of, an then I ſhall leave you to 


judge what work Mr. Law has made in the next 


Twelve Pages. 

The Churcy, in a Pagan Country, is the Body 
of Chriſtians, living and worſhipping as Chri- 
ſtians, abſtractedly from, and independent of, 
the State Laws of that Country as to Religious 


Affairs. 
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Affairs. The Church, in a Chriſtian Country, iS 
the Body of Chriſtians in that Chriſtian Coun- 
try, or the Church coincident with the State, 


acting under its Protection, and by its Power, 


as to all Authority of Laws reſpecting the Ex- 
ternal Regimen 1n religious Matters. 

As to the Phraſe of Ausſarity or Power, with 
reſpect to theſe Bodies, or any other Bodies or 
Perſons Whatever, the afhxing or not affixing 
the Term of Abſolute to it, makes no manner of 
difference. It will do his Lordſhip's Adverfaries 
no Service, were he to leave out that Word, or 
had he never put it in. For, be not ſurprized, 
when J tell you, that {in the true and ſtrict Pro- 
priety of the Word,] all Power, conſidered as 
Power, is either Abſolute, or elſe tis no Power at 
all. A Power or Authority perfectly independent, 
and extending equally to al! Objecte, and all 
Circumſtances of them, is a Power which can 
poſſibly Cin chat Senſe of Abſolute] belong to, 
and inhere in, but one S#ject, viz. God. Dele- 
gated Authority is an Authority confined to a 
certain limited Number of Ihn, or Circum- 
ſtances of thoſe Tings. But, fo far as it goes, 
and with reſpect to Linge or Circumſtances it is 


concerned with, tis real, compl-at, or abjolute, 


and All Inſtances of it alzke fo; becauſe every 
Power is adequate to the Things tubjected to it; 
it being a plain Abſurdity to tay, that any 
Power, with reſpect to the Things it is properly 
concerned about, is partly Power, and partly nat 
Power, Every Authority is fall or abſolute in 

Whatever 
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whatever it eſſentially extends to; and where 
it extends not to, tis no Power at all. + 
= Thus, for Inſtance. Civil Government, in 
general, hath an abſolute Authority for providing 
for Civil Peace and Property : But to inftitute a 
Religion, or by Temporal Penalties to inforce it 
upon the Subject; to command any thing a. 
gainſt Nature, the Dictates of Reaſon, or that 
is evidently deſtructive of the Ends of Societ) 
and all Public Good, 1. e. againſt the Will of 
God the Supreme Author of all Law and Go. 
vernment ; in theſe things it is fo far from 
having any abſolute Power, that, in true Propri- 
ety of Speech, it hath no Power at all. The 
Kynes of Great-Britaia have an abſolute Preroga- 
tive Authority to do many things not provided for 
by any expreſs Laws : But, in their own Perſozs, 
to make any New Statute Laws; or puniſh for 
not obſerving them, when ſo made; they have 
zo Authority. In like manner, a Chriſtian 
Church, agrecable to the Definition in our XIXth 
and XXth Article, hath a Power and an Obliga. 
tion [and *tis an abſolute one too] to preach the 
4 Goſpel or Laws of Chriſt, and to adminiſter His 
4 Sacraments; as allo to appoint for its own Mem- 
4 bers all ſuch External Obſervances, as may be 
eſteemed requilice to Decency, and to the more 
5 effectual Improvement in that Worſhip and 
Religion, wherein the Affairs of their Conſci- 
bl _ ence and Salvation is properly concerned: But 
| to make New Laws in Matters of Conſcience and 
i Selvation, or to be an Authoritative Judge Or In- 
tteerpreter of Christ's Lam, or to force or impoſe His 
g | | | ar 
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or their ov? Laws upon Mankind by Secular 


Pemalties, no Church hath the leaſt Power. 


Whence it appears, that in Matters not at 
all within the Compaſs of the Churches Duty 
or Authority, the Bjhop had no nced of guard- 


ing his Propoſitions by the Word Alſolute. For 


what is not et all, needs not to be diſtinguiſhed 


or limited by any Characters; and that which 


really is, is abſolutely what it is. 
The Sum is this: If the Word Abſolutè relates 
to the Extenſiveneſo of Authority with reſpect to 


Objects or Things, God's Authority alone is proper- 


ly Abſolute ; becauſe that alone is underived and 


_ Univerſal. If abſolute ſignifies ancontrouleable in 


its Kind, with regard to the Things or Perſons 
ſubjected to it, [which is indeed the true Notion 
of it in all derived and delegated Authority, ] then 
all Humane Authority 1s either abſolute or none at 
all; becauſe every Inſtance of it, be the Things 
it extends to never ſo few, as zz:0ntrouleable by 
thoſe Perſons, or in thoſe Ihings, as any other 
that extends to never ſo nan) Things. The 
Right which Men have, of eamining into the 
Truth or Authentickneſs of any Perſons Autho- 
rity, is no Limitation of the Authority 2t ſelf, 
nor renders it [if it be Authority at all] leſs 
abſolute, Examination is only a Means where- 
by, as rational Creatures, we come to know 
whether it he Authority or 20. But when it 
is once found, and owned as ſuch, tis, ſo far 
as it goes, owned for ancontrouleable, i. e. alſo- 
lute, the ſame as mere or real Authority. 


And 


(49) 
And now, Sir, when his Lordſhip's A ſſertions 
in this Matter are fairly ſtated, What have all 
his Adverſaries, and Mr. Lam in particular, to 
charge them with ? His Lordſhip fays, That, 43 
to the Affairs of Conſcience and Salvation, [i. e. as 
to the Rule of Conſcience, and the Terms of Sal. 
vation, ] Chriſt hath himſelf fixed them already, and 
hath left no wiſibie Human Authority behind him, 
[to alter any of them, or make nem ones.] And 
again; No one, more than another, hath Authorit 
to make new Laws, or to impoſe a Senſe upon the 
old ones; or to judge, cenſure or puniſh the Servants 
of another Majter, in Matters relating purely to 
Conſcience, Ii. e. can judge none by Rules of their 
own making, but mult leave them to be judged 
by the Rules, and at the Iime, of Chriſi's own 
appointing.] And what follows from this? 
Why, that Chriſt has left wo Authority at all, 
What? No Authority to preach his Lows, be- 
cauſe none to make nem ones? No, it ſeems: 
For Chriſt's Ringdom relates to nothing but Con- 
ſcience and Salvation; and therefore they who have 
#0 Authority as io Conſcience and Salvation, can 
1 hade no Authority at all in his Kingdom. As much 
= as to ſay: No Body can act in a Kingdom, but as 
KINGS and LAV GIV ERS; And if 
the Church or its Ministers have not the End | 
LMens Salvation] at their own Diſpoſal, they 
can have no Authority to /,, Men in {zow- 
ing and making uſe of the Means appointed by 
Chriſt for that Lud. | 
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If therefore Dr. Snape's Charge be what his 
Lordſbip's Words plainly amount to, vir. * That 
no one is inveſted with Authority from Chriſt to act 
for him, as a Judge in Matters purely relating 
to Conſcience and Salvation, | which indeed 
would be to act againſt him; ] 'tis what his 
Lordſhip freely owns; and the juring and nou- 
juring, high and low, Churchmen and Diſſenters, 
take him very right, and, I am fully aſſured, 
can never confute him. But it thence they in- 
ter, that the Biſbep denies to the Church that 
Authority, or indiſpenſable Duty, which is de- 
ſcribed in our XIXth and XXth Articles; they 
conclude juſt as haſtily and erroneouſly, as 
Mr. Law does. 7 ; 

Thus, Sir, you cannot, methinks, but ſee 
what your Friend's Performance has been in his 
Fur Arguments, p. 19, 20. whereby he would 
prove the Biſhop to have deprived the Church 
of exerciſing any Authority or Duty at all. What- 
ever he has really proved, is the very thing his 
Lordſhip ee deſigns to maintain: But 
what your Friend thinks he has proved, is what 
my Lord meddles not with at all, in either his 
Preſervative or Sermon. 

1. Thus, the Biſhop wholly diſallows to any 
Chriſtians the Authority [of being Maſters] over 
ther Chriſtians ; becauſe they are the Servants of. 
another Maſter. What follows from hence ? 
It truly and as ſtrongly concludes, according to 
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the Biſbop, againſt an) Authority of that ind; 
againſt one Inſtance of it, as well as another. 


Which is certainly very right. But, if our Au- 


thor will have any thing more than this, he 


muſt make it to conclude, That, if Men cannot 


preach the Goſpel and adminiſter the Sacraments, 
as Maſters and Lords over other Mens Faith and 
Behaviour, they cannot preach it as all as Miniſters 
of Chrift. on 

2. The Biſhop rejects an authoritative Tudg- 
ment, Cenſure or Puniſhment in Matters of Con- 
ſcience and Salvation. And what's the Conſe- 
quence ? The Biſhop's Friends allow, that this 
excludes every Degree, every Inſtance, of SUCH 
Authority in SUC H Matters. But the Letter 
Writer muſt have nothing leſs than that his 
excludes every Inſtance of Authority in all other 
Matters. For if Authority and Conſcience cannot 
ſuit together, ſays he, Conſcience rejects Authority 
as fach. But who told him, that Authority and 
Conſcience can never {uit together? An Human 
Authoritative Judgment, in Matters of Conſci- 


ence and Salvation, cannot indeed conſiſt with 


a free Uſe of Conſcience or Reaſon. He himſelf 
allows it, * that Men mnt have Reaſons for what 
they do. But an Authority to preach., iuſtruct, 


 admoniſh, exhort, and perſwade Men into Obedi- 
ence to the Laws of Chrizt, admirably well 


agrees with a free and diligent Exerciſe of Con- 


i 


— 
is. 
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ſcience 


. 
ſcience and Reaſon, in hearing, believing, and 
obeying, to the beſt of Mens Abilities. 

3, & 4. In the fame blind manner he plunges 
forward againſt my Lord's Two next Reaſons 
againſt authoritative Judement, &c. Christ, lays 
the Biſhop, does not interpoſe to cone) Infallibil ity, 
or to aſſert the true Interoretation of his Laws. 
Therefore, no Perſons ought to fer up them- 
ſelves tor infallible authoritative Interpreters of 
thoſe Laws, or claim Obedience to their Inter- 
pretations as ſuch. Nay, but this is not all, 
not half the CS u e , ſays our Friend; for 
my Lord affirms, Thet if Infallibility is neceſſary 
to found an Obedience [an implicit one] upon, in 
ChriſPs Kingdom ; tis plain, thas no Body in 
Chriffs Mingdom [ſuppoſing them fallible] hath 
any Right to command any ¶ ſuch implicit | Obedi- 
exce : Which is yet the very thing the Biſbop and 
all his Advocates plead for. Or elſe thus: If 
Infallibility be requiſite towards am Authority of de- 

ciſively interpreting Chriſt's Laws, then, he cdu uo 
Miniſters or Churches are now iufallible, none (it 
ſeems) can have any Authority, any Duty, Of preach- 
ing or interpreting at all. If the firji of theſe be 
his intended Concluſion, *tis my Lord's ow, 
and a very certain Truth; if the latter be his 
Meaning, *tis our Author's own, and a moſt 
notorious Falſhood. 

Laſtly ; Such Charch- Authority, faith the Bi- 
ſhop, as hath been before deſcribed, would be 
the taking of Chriſt's Kingdom out of his Hand, 
This now, according to Mr. Law, is to down 
with all Charch- Authority whatever. For if the 

: . Aue 


cipline in the Church of Christ, yet, had they ſo 


| (a4) 
Authority of others Li. e. authoritative Judgment 
in Matters of Conſcience and Salvation, and au- 


thoritative Interpretation of Chriſt's Laws, or 
making zem Laws,] 2. inconſiſtent with Chriſ?s 
being Ring of his own Ringdom, as molt certainly 


it is; then every other Inſtance of Authority and 
Duty, even that of preaching the Goſpel, and ad- 
miniſtrin,; the Sacraments, in Conformity to 
Chriſt's own plain Will and Command, is (ſays 
Mr. Law} az In, ſion of Chriſt's Right. What a 
vaſt Advantage is it, to be an excellent Logi- 


cia 


He would be thought very ſagacious, in dif- 
covering the oz!y Difference between his Lord- 
ſhip's Sermon, and his Defence of it. The one, 
ſays he, « % meny Pages againſt Church Authority 
as fuch:; [tho the Biſhop was ſo careful as to 
ſingle out only thole Inſtames that are claimed as 
Aathority, but are indeed 0 Authority at all: 
The other, is a Confutation of the Popes Infalli- 
bility. No, Sir! "Tis not a Confutation of IHE 


Pope, but of ALL Popes, and all Popery what- 


ever, where-ever found, and by whomſoever 
challenged : Even the very Popery, which his 
Lordſhip's Adverſaries do in Effect aſſert, tho 
ſomatimes in Words they deny it. And tho 


2tis far from true, that all the Lower Houſe of 


Convocation unanimouſly conceived the Biſbop's Do- 
drine tended to ſubvert all Government and Diſ- 


— 


an: nnd... 25 
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ſions with ſome others that have ſat before them. 


Mord of God. Glorious abſolute Authority indeed, 
[replies my Lord, ] in your own Account, to which 
ChriſPs Subjects owe no Obedience, till they have 
examined into his own Declarations, and then they 
obey not them, but him! | 
Here the Biſhop is made to deny all Authority 
that is not abſolute, i. e. which is not as exten- 
five in the Matters of Conſcience and Salvation 
as Chriſt's was. [In which Seuſe, he might in- 
deed rightly deny it.] But your Friend, Sir, 
takes him quite wrong. For the Biſhop was 
not here ſpeaking of any ſuch Authority, but of 
Dr. Szape's Notion of Charch- Authority, which 
is a Contradiction to it ſelf. The Byhop has left 
us all that Authority and Command to preach and 


adminiſter Chriſt's Sacraments, which is menti- © 


oned in our XXth Article: But he is againſt all 


Authority in Matters of Conſcience and Salvation. 
And this is the fundamental Difference between 
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(46) 
Rome and the Reformed, between Chriss and 
Antichri it. 5 
Moſt impertinent therefore are the boaſting 
Returns your Friend makes upon the Biſhop, in 
the two + following Pages, which are 70 be 
brought Home to his own Do. 

Hrſt; Our Saviour had Authority to judge 
of Mens Conſciences, becauſe he it was that | 
gave them the Rules of Conſcience, and key 
what was in Man. He had and hath Authority to | 
acquit or condemn Men, as to the Afairs of 
Conſcience and Salvation; becauſe all Power i 
given him in ti:aven and Earth, and all Judgment 
is committed to him. Glorious Aathority of Chriſt, 
f this Degree of is be peculiar to himſelf, and is nt 
continued aown to fallible and paſſionate Men] 

Again; The Apoſtles were ſent into the World, 
with Authority to give repeated Confirmation to | 
Chriſt's Religion by Miracles, and to declare 
his Laws in an authoril ative Way, becauſe 1. 
ſpired by Him to that Purpoſe. Glorious Autho. 
rity f the Apoftles, if their uninſpired Followers 
in the Miniſtry cannot claim the ſame Reverence 
and Obedience, (as Interpreters of thoſe Laws, 
with them that were inſpired! _ „ 

The Sacraments are allowed to be [in what 
Senſe our Author means I know not] inſtituted 
external Means of Grace, Now let them but 
be ſuppoſed to have this Grace abſolutely con- 
fined to the Hands of aninterrupted Succeſſion, 


— 
at 
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Men, whom no Proteſtant in the World knows 
where to find, except a few NVonjurors in Eng- 
and; and then they are glorious Means indeed 
The Britiſh Government [the Legiſlature, not 
the King,] hath an Authority to make all Laws 
or preſerving the fundamental Purpoſes of Go- 
'c ernment, and is to compel Obedience to their 
it WM (cveral Inſtitutions. But were our Nonjurors 
able to tranſlate from the Eſtates of the Realm 
to Wl their Proportion of this Authority, and place 
of WW the whole in a King ſolely, and in a Popiſh King 
too, over Proteſtant Subjects; it would be then 
ut Wl « glorious Authority indeed - 
/, MW Laſtly ; The Church, [if you pleaſe, the Mi- 
10! ers of the Church,] have Authority, to preach, 
explain, and perſuade Men to embrace and pra- 
d, N adiſe the Religion of Chri#, by all Arguments 
to Wand Motives agreeable to the Nature of Reli- 
are Nin and of Truth. But now, it ſome of this 
Sacred Function, not fo true (it ſeems) to the 
Iruſt repoſed in them as moſt of their Brethren, 
ſhould look upon this under a ſomewhat diffe- 
rent Idea, and conſider it [according to the far 
more frequent Repreſentations made of it in 
Sripture,)] not ſo much a Power, Privilege, and 
Prerogative, as a bounden Duty, and indiſpen- 
able Obligation: If, with St. Paul, they view | 
themſelves as Stewards, as Servants to others for 
Jeſus Sake, not as Lords over their Faith; as 
Men that can do nothing againſt the Truth, but alb 
vr the Truth; remembring that Wo be to them 
they thus] preach not the Goſpel : What a low 
and groveling Notion is this, of Men that are 
den, by | Suc- 


(48) 

Succeſſors of Chriſt and his Apoſtles? Whereas 
an 4/1nrerrupted Surcefſion, give it but the Poner 
| ſuppoſed to be annexed, and the deſirable Pri. 
Vvilege inſeparable from it; let it but be the 
ſame Lordſhip that Chriſt himſelf had, the ſame 
Dominion which the learned Cardinal athrmed 
to have beca conferred upon St. Peter by that 
famous Commiſhon, Ariſe Peter, kill and eat; 


Let but the Secular Arm be at the Command | | 


of the Spiritual Paſtors, to ſtop the Mouths and 
even the Vitals of all Gainſayers or free Enqui- 
rers, to procure a Peace as profound as is that 
amongſt the Dead, to force an Obedience as 
truly and religiouſly implicit as is that in Tyr- 


key, Spain, or Portugal; and then twill be a glo- 


rious Authority indeed „ 
I hope I may have ſaid enough in the fore- 
going Pages, to ſhew the Impertinence of your 


Friend's Diſtinction between abſolute, and * 


real or mere Authority, with reſpect either to 
Church or State : Since both Charch and State 
Powers, nay all Human Powers, whether more 
or leſs ſubordinate to other Powers, are yet 40. 
ſolute in their own Juriſdictions. The only 
Queſtzon about the Nature of any Authority 
whatever, is, To what Things it extends! So far 
as any Inſtance of it does extend, it is ſo far 
real and abſolute; in like manner as a Foot 
Square of ſolid Matter does as abſolutely fill a 
Foot Square of Space, and is as abſolute Matter, 


— 
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5 the whole Moſs of Merter: can be wm i 


Matter, and to fill infinite Space, ſuppoſing Mat- 
ter were it {elf infinite. 
What has your Friend got then by ſuch a 


Diſtinction? Let us try it in the very Caſe of 


the Church's enjoining Matters of Indifferente. 
When * the Charch enjoins Matters of Indiſference, 


i ſhe obeyed for any reaſon, but for her mere Autho- 


my” 

What is here meant by mere Authority? Is it 
Authority only, excluſive of all Confederation and 
Examination, Whether the Things enjoined be 
rally indifferent or no? If it be, 'tis the very 
fame with the abſolate Authority mentioned in 
the foregoing Page; and to ſuch an Authority, 
your Friend himſelf allows no Obedience to be 
due. But if, without or with Conſideration 
and Examination, the Things enjoined are al- 
lowed by the Members of the Church to be i- 
dferent, and enjoined as ſuch, and no other- 
wiſe; then the Charch, or any Chriſtian Society, 
(conſidered now only as Chriſtian, and not co- 
incident with the State,] have undoubtedly a 
Power to agree upon and enjoin ſuch Things, 
for greater Decency and Conveniency in pub- 
ick Worſhip, Oc. And all its Members are 
obliged, out of a Principle of Love to Peace and 
Unity, to conform to them, and not, out of 
mere Humour, to diſſent from them. And 
why the Power of thus propoſing and appointing 
theſe allowed indifferent things may not be ſti- 
ld an abſolute, as well as a real or mere Authori- 
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ty, I ſee not. But if, again; any Chriſtians 
ſhould take upon them to enjoin any of theſe 
Things [in themſelves never fo indifferent] as 
eſſential Terms of Chriſtian Communion; affixing 
Penalties, and excommunicating ſuch as think 
it more proper to omit them; tor doitig this, I 
fay, they are ſo far from being inveſted with a 
mere Authority, that they have 20 Authority at 
all; and their Fellow Chriſtians have from 
Scripture very little Encouragement to obey 
them. As is molt apparent from St. Paul's Dif: 
courſe about indifferent things, Rom. 14. 1 Cor. 8. 
and particularly in the Caſe or Circumciſion, a 
thing indifferent as to Chriſtians; wlich the Apo- 
{tle complied with for preventing unneceſſary 
Diſputes, but always refuſed when 7mpyſed as a 
ueceſſary Term of Chriſtian Communion. In the 
fr/t of which Cafes,: St. Paul circumciſed Timo 
thy, Acts 16. 3. In the latter, he abſolutely refu- 
ſed to circumciſe Titus, Gal. 2. 3, 4, 5. and det. 
red to the whole Church of Galatia, Bzhola, ! 
Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be circumoiſed, Chrij 
ſhall profit you nothing, Gal. 5. 2. 
And laſtly; For the Biſhop's Adverſaries to 
put this Cafe of mere Authority, as to the Church 
of England, ſeems the moſt improper and confu- 
ed Queſtion that can be: viz. Whether, in our 
Chriſtian Country, where the State [by an Al 
of Uniformity, ſuppoſe} enjoins ſuch or ſuch in- 
different Things to be obſerved, che Church 1 
not obeyed for HER mere Authority? 
Mr. Lay's + Concluſion, That the Biſhop's 
Denial of any authorztative Judges in the Afﬀait 
Frag ys ern 


8 
77 
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in the State, where it is the p 
SHOULD be fuch Ralers. And this, he fays,” * 


(51) 

Conſcience and Salvation, in the Chriſtian 
Church, makes all Civil Government unlawful ; 
is built upon Two Paſſages of Scripture, ſo 
ſhamefully perverted and abuſed, that he oughr 
to be called upon to lay his Hand upon his Heart, 
In Dan. g. 17. we read, That the moſt High ru- 
leth in the Kjngdom of Men. Was that the whole 
Text? Do not the next Words of the very fame 
Verſe, in the very fame Breath, ſhew in what 
Senſe God is ſaid to rule in this Kinadom, viz. 
by giving it to whomſoever he will? Again, Iſaiah 
faith of the Fewsſh Nation in particular, The 


| Lord is our Lamgiver, the Lord is our Ming, Iſai, 


33. 22. Do not the firſt of theſe Paſſages declare, 
that God's ruling as ſole Supreme Ning over the 
Nations of the Earth, ſignifies his Diſpoſal of 
them to Men as his Deputies and Vicegerents , 
according to the good Will of his Providence? 
Does the latter ſo much as ſeem to deny, that, 
becauſe God was more immediately and partica- 
larly the Lawgiver to the Jewiſh Nation, he was 
therefore to permit no Human Juages, K/ngs, or 
Magiſtrates under Him-? 


And why this curtailing, and jumbling of 
Texts together? Why, for the better impolin 
upon the Reader this mighty Concluſion again 
the Biſhop, v/z. That, if it be an Uſurpation upon 
Chris Authority to have authoritative Judges and 
Vicegerents in the Church, where Chriſt has apporntea 
NO fach Vicegerents; it muit therefore be an Uſur- 
pation upon God's Authority, Fn any to-bear Rule 
lain Will of God there 
Plain, to 4 Demonſtration. 
On "= WA Well; 


(52) —— 


Well; but if Scriptare cannot clear this Con. 


_ ſequence, Reaſon will. For God has given us 


Reaſon for our conſtant Guide; which if duly attend. 
ed to, would as certainly anſwer the Ends of Civil 
Life, as the Obſervance of the Scriptures mould 
- make us good Chriſtians. Agreed, it would ſo. 
But the Caſe is; Men do zot duly artend to 
Reaſon, nor praviſe its real Dictates. Again: 
Human Nature, if left to it ſelf, would neither an. 
ſwer the Ends of a Spiritual nor Civil Society. And 
what follows? Therefore a conſtant viſible Govern: 
ment in both, is equally neceſſary. What! a viſib!; 
Government, to compel Obedience, equally neceſſa- 
ry in both? By no means, Sir; the Caſes are 
very different: There is no manner of occaſion 
for Two ſuch independent Governments, eſpeci- 
ally in one Kingdom. The Civil Government 
s to compel Obedience to Reaſon, when nothing 
elſe, will do; becauſe the Ends and Deſigns, 
the Peace and Happineſs propoſed by it, are 
purely Civil and e belonging to the pre- 
ſent Life. Secular Peace, the Enjoy ment of 
Property, and the like, are to be enjoyed by us 
nom Or not at all; they belong to this Life, and 
mut be nom had, or elſe Governors and Subjects 
too are at an End, as to all happy relation they 
bear to each other. But Religion, the Chriſtian 


- © Kingdom, is of quite another Kind. The chief 


and proper Bleſſings propoſed by it, are not pre- 
ſent, but future; its Laws and Commands, have 
their Seat in the Mind and Conſcience; its true 
and ſincere Subjects may, for ought we know, 
be, as to us, i»vi{tle, God only knows woo 
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rey realy are: They are Moral Agents, and, 


in the Affairs of Conſcience and Salvation, can 
have but one. Maſter, one Fudge, even Him 
who alone kzows what is in Man; to force ſuch 
Agents, is the worlt Abſurdity; and to compel the 


| Underſtanding, is a Contradiction. So that the 


Church's Authority [its Daty I would chuſe to 
ſay,] cannot be to conſtrain, in the very Things 
wherein Chriſt's Subjects, by the very Nature 
of his Goſpel, are to be à willing People ; but its 


| Duty is, to exhort, and perſuade, to preach, and 
to lead Men into his Truth. His Statute- Bool is 


the Scriptare; and thoſe who are fo fond of 4 
ter Laws, may ſafely be referred to the Experi- 
ence of more than a Thouſand Tears, wherein 


their beloved authoritative Deciſions, and ſtand- 
ing Izterpretations, have been found fo ſhort, of 
attaining true Peace and greater Ediſication, that 


they have evidently been the Original and the 
Nurſeries of that deplorable Ignorance, - Cruelty, 


and Saperſtition, that hath over-ſpread the Face 


of. Chriſt's Kingdom. A 
IV. A fourth * thing that gives your Friend 


Uneaſineſs, is, the Bilhop's manner of expreſ- 


ling himſelf about the Excluſion of the Papiſts 
from the Throne. In the Preſervative he tells us, 
it was King James's Religion, and that alone, which 
made him uncapable [and ſo all other Papiſts] of 

governing us Proteſtants. Yet in his 9 wer he 
lays, the Ground of their Excluſion was not their 


Religion conſidered as ſuch, but the fatal, nata- 


pr EIT 
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. 
ral, certain Effects of it upon themſelves to our De. 
ſtruction. Theſe 5 it ſeems are irreconcilahle 
Expreſſions. So they may be to Men, whoſe 
Buſineſs is to wreſt the plain Deſign of thoſe 
they have a mind ſhould not be rightly under- 
ſtood. By the Words, a ſuch, his Lordſhip has 
given fo clear a Diſtinction, that even Papi/; 
themſelves ought not, in Juftice, to complain 
of any Hardſhip in their Excluſion from Proe- 
ftant Thrones. Tis not their Religion, confi. 
dered barely as a different one from that of Pro- 
teſtants, as differing in many ſperulative Dottrines, 
no, nor in any practical Uſages, that are, tho 
never ſo contrary. to ours, yet poſſibly conſiſtent 
with the Safety of our Community, and the Ends 
of governing us. But tis their Religion conſi- 
dered with reſpect to ove ſpecial and dreadful 
"Principle, the Principle which obliges Papiſts, in 
Point of Conſcience, to deſtroy the very Perſons of 
ſuch as will not forſake their ow#, to turn to that 
Religion. This the Biſhop moſt plainly intended 
by * Popery fully poſſeſſed ;  which-{when it is ſo,] 
prompts and obliges its Votartes to ruin our Lam, 
and us too: And therefore it not only warrants, 
but obligeth all Proteſtant Nations, by the eternal 
La of Sell Preſervation, to exclude Popiſb Prin- 
T css from their Thrones : Which indeed it would 
not ſo oblige them to, when they conſider Pope- 
H under the general Notion of a Religion different 
aly, in many Points, from their own, This, 
Sir, is the fatal, certain Effect upon Papiſts [fully 
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poſſeſſed of Popery] 70 our Deſtruction; and it 
does as effectually incapacitate them for our 
Throne, as either 14zvcy or Death it ſelf would 
do; tho? your Friend choſe to endeavour to ri- 
dicule the Biſhop's. DiſtinQtion by thoſe very 
Parallels. +. i 1 4 
Need a Man be prodigions deep, to diſcern 
that an Obligation to burn and deſtroy all that 
will not be of the ſame Sentiments, is a fatal 
Effect of the-Popiſh Religion? He muſt be deep, 
ſays Mr. Law, or elſe he cannot fee it; for I am 


[are amongſt Proteſtants there are no natural certain 


Effetts of their Religion upon them. That is; Pro- 

teſtants are generally not ſo good as they | 
to be, and therefore Papiſts cutting of Proteſtants 
Throats is not ſo had a thing as the Biſbop would 
make it to be. Mr. Lam was ſo deep, as to diſcern 
that a Biſbop [meaning my Lord of Bangor j might 
be againſt Epiſcopac); and yet ſo ſhallom, as not 
to be able to conceive there may be true Chriſti- 


e Biſbops that do not derive from Rome; and 


both genuine Sous and Fathers of the Church 
too, that neither can nor will trace their Pedi- 


gree from the Mother of Harlots. 


Laſtly; How dcep ought- that Man to be, 


who would perſuade a Proteſtant Nation to be 
governed by Papiſts, becauſe it may ſo happen 
that all Papiſts are not alike, that ſome: Papiſts 


may palſibly change or conceal their Religion, or leave 


t thro* a conſcientious Con viction! Why are We 
Britons ſo obſtinately bent upon Self- Preſervati- 
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on, as to keep out an wnhappy Perſon from our 
Throne for being [a Pretender and] a Papift; 1 
who, were he but once well ſeated,” and had 
ſent us all out of the World, might POSSTBLY 
conſider better on't, and turn Proteſtant? King 
Charles II. cis thought, lived a concealed Papiſt; 
we lived pretty ſafe under him: And therefore 
how inhuman was it in us to exclude. King James, 
thoꝰ a profeſſed Papiſt, and profeſſedly endeavour- 
ing to make a Sacrifice of us, our Laws, and 
Without doubt, Sir, if the World can be taught 
to reaſon no better than your Friend has done 
upon this Topick, his Lordſhip's fine Diſcourſes ani 
Sermons againſt Popiſh Principles have bzen written 
to 45 little Purpoſe as if they had been directed to th 
Mind. But, on the contrary, ſo it has fallen out, 
that a great many People have received Benefit 
by his Lordſhip's Diſcourſes ; great Numbers 
have been, and many more (tis to be hoped) 
daily will be, confirmed by him againſt both Po. 
piſb and nonjuring Principles. Nay, forme who were” 
formerly Papiſts, are nom true Proteſtants ; not- 
withſtanding ſome unjuſt, uncharitable, and un- 
chriſtian Repreſentations that have been made 
Rr a Do R194 050 Ng 
Ihe Reflections your Friend caſts, in the laſt - | 
place, upon the Biſhop's Definition of Prayer, | 
are ſuch trifling Quibbles, that T am aſhamed to- 
give you any Trouble about them; and thete- 
tore conclude with affuring you, that I am, Sir, 
Your aftectionate Friend and Servant. 
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